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AUNISON has 1.3 million
members delivering public
services

A 12 Regions
A North West Region is the largest
A 200,000 members
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UNISON & LIVERPOOL

A 75% of members in the North West Region are
women

A Many work part time
A Many hold 2 and 3 jobs

A Many work in caring, administration and
cleaning sectors

A Many of these jobs are low skill, poorly paid with
few career progression opportunities



http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://bp1.blogger.com/_ZIUmlh9IAEI/Re1x8Ii6KwI/AAAAAAAAAJA/SJWTC3jG2jI/s320/Liverpool_FC_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://kop-blog.blogspot.com/2007/03/kop-blog-liverpool-fc-history.html&h=320&w=247&sz=108&hl=en&start=26&um=1&usg=__uegYruZKz-v9kUtDCz1zrURETZE=&tbnid=8FQVR5Vcyem4pM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=91&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dliverpool%2Bfc%2Bbadge%26start%3D20%26ndsp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://www.evertonfc.com/home/
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.visitliverpool.com/xsdbimgs/X-20071122122648094.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.visitliverpool.com/site/discover-the-area/hidden-liverpool&h=307&w=200&sz=15&hl=en&start=38&usg=__KuiMRCM7Dwj6kY4W5ceNn13pyqE=&tbnid=6WOzlWp-HgQvjM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=76&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dliverpool%2Bradio%2Bcity%26start%3D20%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://www.liverpool-360.co.uk/photos/albert-dock.htm

\_,‘\? @r’y UNIVERSITY
//‘

LIVERPOOL

A In 2004/05 we worked with Liverpool University on
then Tr an s f oreseedsch prajecto

AATr ansf or expldred othes éxpectations of
women who were and had been politically active.

A Outcomes: the realisation that if we were to support
women to be active then we needed to provide:

I friendship networks and support

I build confidence amongst women

I provide educational opportunities for women
I engage with the wider community
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UNISON & LIVERPOOL

UK Education System

A Learning divide
A Leitch Report 2006

A UK alliance of Sector Skills Councils 2008-
employer driven

A No existing Trade Union role

A Shared commitments of the employer, the
Government, trade union and the learner (TUC
1998)
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UNISON & LIVERPOOL

AWomen at work commission 2006
suggested:
I Decisions made at 16 will affect the rest of a
wo ma mfé s

I Current education funding makes a change of
career both expensive and problematic

I Work based learning is by and large work task
orientated
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A Key difficulties for women returning to

Ecucatlon In UK:-
_ack of confidence i(
Cinancial constraints \
The British class system ‘ ‘N
" Image of Higher Education being elitist -

- Constraints around level of entry on returning to
education

Gender specific stereotyping T require cultural
shift in perceptions
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A Working with the University gave us an
opportunity to explore what could be
offered to encourage women back to
learning and address some of the issues
identifledinthen Tr ansf o repoatt |
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UNISON & LIVERPOOL

Establishing the Reading Group

A Initial set up in Liverpool in conjunction with
Liverpool University

A Coincidently the make up of the group was 90%
women

A Initially funded by UNISON for
18 months and then continued
with Branch support

A Now in its 3" year
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Positive outcomes of the group

A Friendship networks i even virtual ones
A Involvement in learning at work events
A Developed transferable skills

A Theatre trips
A Film evenings
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