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ÅUNISON has 1.3 million

members delivering public

services

Å12 Regions

ÅNorth West Region is the largest

Å200,000 members

UNISON
TULIP

UNISON
TULIP
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Å75% of members in the North West Region are
women

ÅMany work part time

ÅMany hold 2 and 3 jobs

ÅMany work in caring, administration and
cleaning sectors

ÅMany of these jobs are low skill, poorly paid with
few career progression opportunities

UNISON
TULIP
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ÅIn 2004/05 we worked with Liverpool University on
the ñTransformationòresearch project.

ÅñTransformationsòexplored the expectations of
women who were and had been politically active.

ÅOutcomes: the realisation that if we were to support
women to be active then we needed to provide:

ïfriendship networks and support

ïbuild confidence amongst women

ïprovide educational opportunities for women

ïengage with the wider community

UNISON
TULIP
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ÅLearning divide

ÅLeitch Report 2006

ÅUK alliance of Sector Skills Councils 2008-
employer driven

ÅNo existing Trade Union role

ÅShared commitments of the employer, the
Government, trade union and the learner (TUC
1998)

UNISON
TULIP

UK Education System
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ÅWomen at work commission 2006

suggested:

ïDecisions made at 16 will affect the rest of a

womanôslife

ïCurrent education funding makes a change of

career both expensive and problematic

ïWork based learning is by and large work task

orientated
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ÅKey difficulties for women returning to
Education in UK:-
ïLack of confidence

ïFinancial constraints

ïThe British class system

ïImage of Higher Education being elitist

ïConstraints around level of entry on returning to
education

ïGender specific stereotyping ï require cultural
shift in perceptions

UNISON
TULIP
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ÅWorking with the University gave us an

opportunity to explore what could be

offered to encourage women back to

learning and address some of the issues

identified in the ñTransformationsòreport

UNISON
TULIP
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Establishing the Reading Group
ÅInitial set up in Liverpool in conjunction with

Liverpool University

ÅCoincidently the make up of the group was 90%
women

ÅInitially funded by UNISON for                              
18 months and then continued                                 
with Branch support

ÅNow in its 3rd year

UNISON
TULIP
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Positive outcomes of the group

ÅFriendship networks ïeven virtual ones

ÅInvolvement in learning at work events

ÅDeveloped transferable skills

ÅTheatre trips

ÅFilm evenings

UNISON
TULIP
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